
OLGA JOHNSON 

Olga was born in South Africa; one of 4 children. Her Dad was a New Zealander and brought his family 

home in 1959. 

Olga and her 3 siblings were all sporty. As a young woman she excelled in both Swimming and Hockey. 

Unfortunately, she was thwarted by World War II and unable to compete at the Commonwealth or 

Olympic Games when it was considered she was at the peak of her Swimming career. However, she 

represented South Africa in Hockey but it was to be many years before that sport became part of the 

Olympic movement. 

Olga won her first Tauranga Golf Club Senior Women’s Championship in 1961; again in 1963 and 1964, 

1970 and finally in 1976. One could suggest that she and Una Wickham would have had some great 

battles as Olga’s titles were during the period when Una was accumulating her incredible total of 16 

titles. 

Olga was selected to represent Bay of Plenty at the Russell Grace Women’s Interprovincial tournaments 

every year from 1959 – 1965; in 1968 and 1970. 

Her greatest solo achievement in Golf was in 1962 when she tied with Canterbury’s Susan Grigg for the 

Mellsop Cup, being the NZ Strokeplay Championship. 

Olga was a Committee member from 1971 – 1973. 

In 1975, she donated the Olga Johnson Trophy – a Senior/Junior 4 BBB Matchplay competition. The 

format has changed in recent years and is now played as a Best Combined Stableford Pairs competition. 

It was with great pleasure that Olga was received as a guest of the Wednesday Ladies on the final day of 

competition in 2011. She admitted she recognised some faces but couldn’t recall many names; at 90 

years of age, she was readily forgiven for that. 

At the end of her golfing career, Olga returned to Swimming and soon made her mark in Masters events. 

She held numerous National records over 50m – 

1986 60 – 64 Age Group 

1987 65 – 69 Age Group 

1994 70 – 74 Age Group 

1996 75 – 79 Age Group 

In 2001 she held the record for both 50m and 100m for the 80 - 84 Age Group. 

From 1986 to 2006, she held 12 World Records. The 50m Freestyle record of 44.70 sec she set in 2006 

for the 85 – 89 Age Groups still stands today. 

An amazing Sportswoman. 


