
Mike Nicholson 

Michael Norman Nicholson was introduced to golf by his father following a soccer accident when he 

was 13 years of age. Within two years he had reduced his handicap to 1.   

Their home backed onto the Tauranga Intermediate School where Mike met Una Wickham. She gave 

him every encouragement and support throughout his golfing career. 

Mike was unusual in his approach to golf as he spent untold hours on the tiny practice area between 

the 11th and 18th fairways, hitting wedge shots.  After some time, his wedge club had virtually no 

grooves on its face.  Somehow the timing and power he learnt to put into playing wedge shots 

carried over to the longer clubs, even the driver. 

Throughout his competitive career, Mike’s ability to play recovery shots was legendary. A great 

strength of his game was the ability to visualise the way the ball would behave in unusual situations. 

Mike stands supreme amongst those who have represented both the Tauranga Golf Club and the 

Bay of Plenty.  At Club level, he won the Senior Championship on 12 occasions and headed the 

Pennant team for at least 35 years.  While based in Whakatane, he won their Senior Matchplay 

Championship in 1978, 1979 and 1980.  He added the Whakatane Strokeplay title in 1977, 1978 and 

1979. To further demonstrate his command of the Whakatane course, Mike won the Bay of Plenty 

Open there in 1970, 1974, 1977 and 1983.  At Bay of Plenty level, Mike set a record of 20 

consecutive appearances in the National Inter-Provincial Championship variously known as the 

Freyberg Rose Bowl, The Government Life Tournament, and later The Tower Tournament when 

Government Life was renamed Tower Insurance. 

Mike’s first appearance in the team was in 1970 when he was just 16 years old, his last in 1989.  In 

all he played 136 matches, winning 64 of them.  In the great majority of those matches he was 

playing at No 1 and therefore meeting the best golfers each rival team put forward.  In all Bay of 

Plenty representative fixtures, Mike played 260 individual matches. 

In 1995, together with Tony Reynish, Ross Hyland, Don Boone and Noel Johnson, Mike represented  

Bay of Plenty in the Freyberg Masters Tournament at Kerikeri.  The team finished in 3rd place, the 

most successful result for Bay of Plenty in that tournament until finally winning in 2013. 

Nationally, Mike won the 1971 NZ Under-18 title and the 1972 NZ Boys and Under-23 Men; he was 

Top Qualifier at the 1973 NZ Amateur Matchplay which he won, defeating his good friend Owen 

Kendall in the final. He became the first New Zealander to complete the rare double when he won 

the NZ Strokeplay that same year. He won the North Island Amateur in 1974 and 1977; the NZ 

Foursomes in 1973 with Graham Stevenson from Waikato and again in 1977 with Sloan Morpeth 

from Te Puke He also won the 1984 NZ Mixed Foursomes with Jane Little from Rotorua. 

He won the Bay of Plenty Sportsman of the Year Award in 1973. 

Mike is now resident on the Sunshine Coast of Australia where his golf is more social than 

competitive. 


